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God Made Us to Love
(whether single or married)

Â Affection / Storge

Â Friendship / Philia

Â Romance / Eros 

Â Charity / Agape

Introduction



Christian Friendship
(Complete in God)

ÂPrepare yourself for romance and 

dating by having a FULL HEART 

and not a HUNGRY HEART.

ÂDonôt expect a partner to fill a 

void that only God can fill.
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Christian Friendship
(A friend before a date)

ÂTrust

ÂKnowledge

ÂAffection
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Three aspects of Friendship



Trust
(A foundation of friendship)

Â Assured reliance on the character, 
ability, strength, or truth of someone ï
one in whom confidence is placed.

Â Takes time
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Knowledge
(A foundation of friendship)

ÂAwareness, understanding, a clear 
idea of someone

ÂTakes time
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Affection
(A foundation of friendship)

Âa feeling of liking and caring for 
someone

ÂMay happen quickly
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Friend or Acquaintance?

Â Trust?

Â Knowledge?

Â Affection?



Christian Dating

Â A deliberate meeting with a person of 
opposite sex without a commitment to 
marry but with marriage as a possibility. A 
romantic encounter.

Â Dating is not addressed in Scripture.

ÂThe Prime Directive: ñDo not be unequally 
yoked with an unbelieverò.
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Goals of 
Christian Dating

VChemistry

VCompatibility

VCommitment

VCharacter
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To evaluate:



What to Look for 
When Dating

ÂINWARD Character

ÂOUTWARD Modesty

ÂUPWARD Devotion
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Seek the IOU



INWARD Character

ÂDo words match deeds?

ÂObserve the person under stress or 
pain

ÂDoes the person forgive?

ÂSeek out public reputation
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OUTWARD Modesty

Â In speech

Â In dress

Â In behavior
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Seek the IOU



UPWARD Devotion

ÂDoes the partner seek to please God, 
more than to please you?

Â Is God the primary relationship? What 
is the evidence?

Â Is the partner active in service to God?
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Finding a Date

Â Measures of Compatibility

Â Unpredictability of Chemistry

Â What about dating several people 
concurrently?
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Â Ladies, if you know gentleman is of good 
character, and you are available, if he asks for a 
date, please accept his offer and say YES. You 
never know.

Â Gentleman, if after a first date you ask for a 
second date and Lady says NO, please accept her 
refusal with grace and do not pursue.
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RED FLAGS

Check for red & yellow flags before becoming exclusive.

1. Drinking too much.

2. Asking questions that are too personal.

3. Asking or talking about sex.

4. Acts rudely to others during the date. 

5. Talking about an ex negatively. 

6. Having a jealous streak. 

7. Using religion as a hammer.



Yellow     Flags
YELLOW FLAGS

Check for red & yellow flags before becoming exclusive.

1. Sneaky about phone

2. Monopolizes conversation

3. Not around when needed most

4. Doesnôt share personal details

5. Chunks of time go unexplained



Christian Courting

Â being involved romantically, with intention of 
potentially marrying. Comes before 
engagement

Â During this season, a man courts a woman 
and the relationship is exclusive.
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